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SUBJECT: DISCUSSION WITH SOVIETS ABOUT LETTER TO TRINH 

1 . UNDER SECRETARY HABIB CALLED IN SOVIET DCM VORONTSOV 
FEBRUARY 8 AND INFORMED HIM THAT THE SECRETARY THE SAME 
DAY IS SENDING VIA PARIS A LETTER TO VIETNAMESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER TRINH PROPOSING A SPECIAL MISSION TO HANOI. THE 
MISSION, WHICH WOULD BE A PRESTIGIOUS ONE, WOULD DISCUSS 
MIA S AND THE RETURN OF REMAINS, AS WELL AS OTHER QUESTIONS 
BETWEEN US INCLUDING HOW TO MOVE TOWARD NORMALIZATION OF 
RELATIONS. 

2. HABIB ADDED THAT WE WOULD LIKE TO GET THE MISSION 
UNDERWAY AS SOON AS MUTUALLY CONVENIENT. MEANWHILE WE 
WOULD HOPE THE VIETNAMESE WOULD BE PATIENT ON OTHER MATTERS 
SUCH AS UN MEMBERSHIP. MOVEMENT ON THE MIA'S WOULD OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 028457 

COURSE BE HELPFUL ON THE UN MATTER, ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT 
INTEND THIS AS A PRECONDITION. AS REGARDS INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS UNDP AND IAEA, WE ARE PREPARED TO 
HAVE MATTERS TAKE THEIR COURSE; IF THE VIETNAMESE WISH TO 
ACCEDE, WE WILL GO ALONG WITH IT. WE WILL ALSO HAVE IN 
MIND SUCH THINGS AS LIFTING RESTRICTIONS ON BUNKERING. 
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WE WILL NOT NECESSARILY BE SPELLING ALL THIS OUT IN 
THE LETTER, AND THEREFORE WOULD LIKE THE SOVIETS TO 
EXPLAIN TO THE VIETNAMESE OUR APPROACH. 

3. VORONTSOV SAID THE VIETNAMESE WOULD BE INFORMED 
OF THIS. AS THEY HAVE ABOUT ALL THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
THE SECRETARY AND AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN ON THIS SUBJECT. 

4. HABIB SAID WE HOPE TO KEEP THIS APPROACH QUIET, BUT 
WE WILL HAVE TO TELL SOME KEY PEOPLE IN CONGRESS TODAY 
AND SOME OF OUR FRIENDS TOMORROW; THIS IS ABSOLUTELY 
ESSENTIAL. IF THERE IS A LEAK, WE HOPE THE VIETNAMESE 
WILL UNDERSTAND THAT IT IS NOT INTENTIONAL AND THAT WE 
HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO INFORM CONGRESS. WE HOPE THAT 
THE SOVIETS WILL HELP THE VIETNAMESE UNDERSTAND THIS 
PROBLEM. 

5. VORONTSOV SAID THEY WOULD TRY BUT THOUGHT THE 
VIETNAMESE WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND, JUST AS SOMETIMES 
MOSCOW DOES NOT UNDERSTAND WHEN THERE ARE LEAKS IN 
WASHINGTON. 

VANCE 
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